Whereas, the Stafford Township Mayor and Council are committed to preserving the rich, historic heritage of Stafford Township including our part in the American Revolutionary War, and
Whereas, Stafford Township was chartered in 1749 as the first township in what is now Ocean County, and

Whereas, Captain Rueben Fitz Randolph was the leader of Company 5 of the 2nd Monmouth Militia, headquartered at the Manahawkin Tavern that is now Mrs. Walkers Ice Cream Parlor, and
Whereas, the people of Stafford Township were the victims of many terrorist attacks by the loyalist forces of Captain John Bacon during the American Revolution, and

Whereas, Captain John Bacon and his loyalists defeated Captain Rueben Fitz Randolph and the Manahawkin Militia at the Old Manahawkin Baptist Church on December 30th, 1781, and

Whereas, Captain John Bacon was responsible for the Massacre at Long Beach on October 25th of 1782 during which more American patriots lost their lives than at the Battle of Trenton, and

Whereas, Captain John Bacon ambushed the Burlington Militia on December 27th, 1782 at the Tavern at Cedar Bridge, that may be the last documented land engagement of the American War of Independence, and

Whereas, Captain John Bacon was finally killed while resisting arrest at the West Creek Tavern of William Rose on April 3rd, 1783, that may be the last fatality of the American War of Independence, and

Whereas, each Labor Day weekend, the volunteers of Stafford Township reenact these historic events during the Manahawkin Good Old Days at Manahawkin Lake Park in front of thousands of spectators, and

Whereas, the Stafford Township Historical Society volunteers work closely with the Stafford Township Elementary School and the All Saint Regional Catholic School and are open to helping any other local school districts learn about the local Revolutionary War heritage, and

Whereas, Stafford Township originally included all of the area now contained in Barnegat Township, Ocean Township, Eagleswood Township, Beach Haven Borough, Surf City Borough, Ship Bottom Borough, Long Beach Township, Barnegat Light, and Harvey Cedars, and

Whereas, despite a mandate by the United States Congress, the National Park Service completely ignored Ocean County in the August 2002 Special Resource Study: National Heritage Area Feasibility Study, and
Whereas, the National Park Service misidentifies the Manahawkin Old Baptist Church as being in Somerset County, despite the fact that this site of a Revolutionary War skirmish is on both the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Sites, and
Whereas, the National Park Service fails to even mention the Tavern at Cedar Bridge and the well documented skirmish of December 27th, 1782 that may be the Last Documented Land engagement of the American War of Independence, and
Whereas, the National Park Service failed to contact a single historian or elected official from Ocean County despite the fact that Ocean County has and the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission including a professional staff, and

Whereas, the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission and the 1976 map of the American Revolution in New Jersey have identified over seventy sites of individual incidents during the American Revolution in what is now Ocean County including the Joshua Huddy Affair in Toms River (April 12, 1782) and the Pulaski Massacre in Little Egg Harbor (April 15th, 1778), and

Whereas, the New Jersey committee on the 225th Anniversary of the American Revolution in New Jersey continues to ignore the important role of what is now Ocean County in the American Revolution, and

Whereas, the legacy of the Cedar Bridge Tavern and the Revolutionary War history associated with the tavern is a treasure for all of Ocean County, New Jersey, and our nation, and
Whereas, the Tavern at Cedar Bridge was built prior to the American Revolution between the Keith and the Lawrence lines separating Burlington County from what is now Ocean County and was a major intersection of Stage Coach routes crossing between the East and the West New Jersey colonies, and
Whereas, the Tavern at Cedar Bridge is still standing in nearly pristine condition on a back road of Barnegat Township behind what was Clayton’s Log Cabin on NJ Route 72, and
Whereas, Rudolph Koenig, the current owner of the Tavern at Cedar Bridge is interested in selling the building to a public body to preserve this building for posterity, and

Whereas, Freeholder Director John Bartlett and the Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Barbara Steele of the Ocean County Public Affairs Office, and Cynthia Smith of the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission have all expressed support for the Revolutionary War heritage of what is now Ocean County, and

Whereas, New Jersey State Senator Leonard T. Connors Jr. (R-9th) and Assemblymen Christopher J. Connors (R-9th) , Brian E. Rumpf (R-9th), and Ronald S. Dancer (R-30th) have expressed their support, and

Whereas, Congressman James Saxton has written the National Park Service for an explanation of this oversight, and

Whereas, Barnegat Mayor Joseph E. Vill and the Barnegat Historical Society have spoken eloquently about the need to preserve the Tavern at Cedar Bridge, and

Whereas, Gannet Newspapers including the Asbury Park Press, the Ocean County Observer, and the Beacon have written numerous stories and timely editorials supporting efforts to preserve this historic tavern, and
Whereas, the Sandpaper and the Stafford Leader have written numerous articles about the Tavern at Cedar Bridge, and

Therefore, now be it resolved by the Stafford Township Mayor and Council

1.  The Ocean County Freeholders should attempt to preserve the important historic treasure of the Tavern at Cedar Bridge, and

2.  The Tavern at Cedar Bridge should be registered on the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Sites to recognize the importance of this historic structure, and

3.  The National Park Service should amend their Special Resource Study of the National Heritage Area Feasibility Study to include the role of Stafford Township and Ocean County in the American Revolution, and

4.  The New Jersey 225th Revolutionary War Committee should include the role of Stafford Township and Ocean County in the American Revolution, and

5.  The people of Stafford Township and Ocean County should be proud of our regional role in the American Revolutionary War.
